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Content Aware Studies
Essay on Synthetic Histories

' SRARXY EM ERH3 IV EW 7XYHVMW
1 YWYQ SJ7]RUI G, MSY
LXTW FMR  + H7SU

%W \WIWSJ | WE] WSR 7] RLI X6, MYSWIW, ]FSQ SVTLMD ERH

1 EX M| 4\ HMTSWHSRWF] ( | VIMRIR[ LNBL XLI [ S\O' SRA RXY EM
7XHVIWMEXL]T G RX VEWE GEW WYH] JSVXLI T\STSWH GBMWYI SJ%
HW R Q| XLSHSFSK] MR L MYSISK\ETL ]

On Content Aware and Other Case-Studies:
Historical Investigations at Blazing Ultra Resolution

Egor Kraft
Academy of Fine Arts Vienna; Strelka Institute Moscow
egorkrafti@gmail.com
{primary author)

Abstract

The use of machine-learning in historical
analysis and reproduction as a scientific tool
brings to the forefront ethical questions of bias
contamination in data and the automation of its
analysis. Through examples of various
confusing para-scientific interventions,
including Al-based Voynich Manuscript
decryptions and artistic investigations, such as
the speculative series Confent Aware Studies,
this paper examines the various sides of this
inquiry and its consequences. It also looks into
the material repercussions of objects as synthetic
documents of emerging machine-rendered
history. This text attempts to instrumentalise
recent theoretical developments, such as
agential realism in the analysis of computation
in its advanced forms and their derivatives,
including Al, its output, and their ontologies.
The focus of this text is the ethical,
philosophical, and historical challenges we face
when using such automated means of
knowledge production and investigation, and
what epistemics such methodologies hold by
uncovering deeper and sharply unexpected new
knowledge instead of masking unacknowledged
biases. The series Content Aware Studies is one
of the key case studies, as it vividly illustrates
the results of machine-learning technologies as
a means of automation and augmentation of
historical and cultural documents, museology,
and historiography, taking speculative forms of
restoration not only within historical and
archaeological contexts, but also in
contemporary applications across machine

Ekaterina Kormilitsyna
Akademie of Fine Ants Vienna
kormilitsyna. ki@hotmail.com
(secondary author)

vision and sensing technics, such as LiDAR
scanning. These outputs also provide a case
study for critical examination through the lens of
cultural sciences of potential misleading
trajectories in knowledge production and
epistemic focal biases that occur at the level of
the applications and processes described above.
Given the preoccupation with warnings and
ontologies related to biases, authenticities, and
materialities, we seek to vividly illustrate them.
As data in this text is seen as the crude material
and building blocks of inherent bias, the new
materialist framework helps address these
notions in a non-anthropocentric way, while
secking to locate the subjects of investigations
as encounters between non-organic bodies. In
the optics of a non-human agency of the Al-
investigator, what parts of our historical
knowledge and interpretation encoded in the
datasets will survive this digital digestion? How
are historical narratives and documents, and
their meanings and functions perverted when
their analysis is outsourced to machine vision
and cognition? In other words, what happens to
historical knowledge and documentation in the
age of information-production epidemics and
computational reality-engineering?

He fell in love with a GAN generated face
from www.thispersondoesnotexist.com. He has
tried to find her in the latent space ever since.
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